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been	 analyzed	 in	 many	 books	 and	 studies.	
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1	The	major	book	on	the	subject	 is:	Paul	Venable	Turner,	Campus, An American Planning 
Tradition	(New	York:	Architectural	History	Foundation	and	Cambridge:	MIT	Press,	1984).	Also	
of	importance	are:	Charles	Z.	Klauder	and	Herbert	C.	Wise,	College Architecture in America and 
Its Part in the Development of the Campus	(New	York:	Scribner’s,	1929),	Jens	F.	Larson,	and	A.	M.	
Palmer, Architectural Planning of the American College	(New	York:	McGraw	Hill,	1933),	Richard	
P.	Dober,	Campus Planning	(New	York:	Reinhold,	1963)	Helen	Lefkowitz	Horowitz,	Alma Mater: 
Design and Experience in the Women’s Colleges from Their Nineteenth Century Beginnings to the 
1930s (New	York:	Knopf,	1985),	and	Michael	David	Cohen,	Reconstructing the Campus: Higher 
Education and the American Civil War	(Charlottesville:	University	of	Virginia	Press,	2012)
2	For	the	University	of	Virginia	see:	Richard	Guy	Wilson,	ed.	Thomas Jefferson’s Academi-
cal Village: The Creation of an Architectural Masterpiece,	rev	ed.	(Charlottesville:	University	of	
Virginia	Press,	2009);	and	Richard	Guy	Wilson,	David	J.	Neuman	and	Sara	A.	Butler,	University 
of Virginia: The Campus Guide 2nd	ed.	(New	York:	Princeton	Architectural	Press,	2012).	The	
Princeton	Architectural	Press	has	published	guides	to	many	American	campuses.
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college	or	a	school	for	the	different	areas	such	as	“College	of	Arts	&	Sciences”	
“College	of	Engineering,	or	“School	of	Architecture.”	At	Harvard	University	

















From	only	2	colleges	 in	the	seventeenth	century	 it	 is	estimated	that	today	
there	are	about	4,500	institutions	in	the	United	States	that	offer	collegiate	
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in	1835).	The	 first	university	 intended	 for	African	Americans	was	Lincoln	
University	 in	 Chester,	 Pennsylvania	 founded	 in	 1853.	 Soon	 after	 the	 Civil	
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Massachusetts.	 The	Rhode	 Island	 School	 of	Design	 (known	as	RISDI)	was	
founded	(1877)	to	train	designers	for	the	large	textile	mill	industry	located	
in	 the	Providence	area	and	was—and	still	 is—located	adjacent	 to	 the	city	
and	former	mills.
3	Oxford English Dictionary,	second	edition	(Oxford:	Clarendon	Press,	1989)	vol.	II,	815
4	 Charles	 Dickens,	 American Notes	 (New	 York:	 Fromm	 Publishing	 Co.	 1985	 [London,	
1842]),	76.
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Brown Alumni Magazine 114	(Sept.	Oct,	2013),	32-39.
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of	Virginia,” Virginia Magazine of History and Biography,	103	no.	3	(July	1995),	339-374;	and	
James	D.	Kornwolf,	So Good a Design: the Colonial Campus of the College of William and Mary: 








































ings of Thomas Jefferson,	 ed.	Andrew	A.	 Lipscomb	and	Albert	 E.	Bergh	 (Washington,	D.	 C.:	
Thomas	Jefferson	Memorial	Association,	1903-05),	5:134-13.
9	Notes	on	objects	of	attention	for	an	American,”	The Papers of Thomas Jefferson,	ed.	Julian	
P.	Boyd	(Princeton:	Princeton	University	Press,	1956)	v.	13:	269.
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above	with	his	scheme	 for	a	quadrangle	addition	 to	 the	College	of	William	




level	 for	 the	 teaching	of	 Latin,	Greek,	 and	higher	mathematics;	 and,	 at	 the	
apex,	a	state-supported	university	devoted	to	specialized	knowledge.	He	pro-
posed	that	the	Commonwealth	take	over	the	College	of	William	&	Mary	and	




















10	 Statement	attributed	 to	TJ	 in,	Margaret	Bayard	Smith,	A Winter in Washington	 (New	
York:	E.	Bliss	and	E.	White,	1824)	2:261.
11	TJ	to	George	Washington,	January	4,	1785	[i.e.	1786],	in	The Papers of Thomas Jefferson,	
Julian	P.	Boyd,	et	al.,	eds.	(Princeton:	Princeton	University	Press,	1950-	)	vol.	9,	151.
12	TJ	 to	Trustees	concerning	the	Lottery	of	 the	East	Tennessee	College,	May	6,	1810,	 in	
Writings of... Jefferson,	ed.	Bergh	and	Lipscomb,	12:	387-88.
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more	 than	 just	 a	 school	 for	 local	 young	males	 and	began	politicking	with	



















second	Capitol	architect)	 two	of	his	architectural	colleagues.	His	 letters	 to	
13	Jefferson,	Specification	Book,	“Operations	at	and	for	the	College,”	July	17,	1817,	5.	Uni-
versity	of	Virginia	Special	Collections	(hereafter	UVA).
THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA AND THE CREATION OF THE AMERICAN CAMPUS 69








































CIAN, 17/1 (2014), 59-79
resisted,	but	on	reflection	recognized	the	merits	and	simply	cut	out	the	old	
portion	of	his	original	drawing	and	 taped	 in	 the	new	design.	He	 reported	
on	 the	change	 in	 the	ground	plan:	 “I	 think	 it	a	 real	 improvement,	and	 the	















Edouard	Errard	and	Roland	Fréart	de	Chambray’s	Parallèle de l’Architecture 
Antique avec la Moderne	(1766).	One	of	the	Palladio	books,	Giacomo	Leoni’s	
edition	of	The Architecture of A. Palladio	 (1742),	was	his	 favorite	and	as	a	
friend	and	member	of	the	Board	of	Visitors	wrote:	“With	Mr.	Jefferson	I	con-
versed	at	 length	on	 the	 subject	of	 architecture—Palladio	he	 said	 ‘was	 the	
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nine	times	the	lower	diameter,	instead	of	the	more	orthodox	proportion	of	
seven	to	one.	



























In	 his	 drawings	 Jefferson	 indicated	 that	 the	 Lawn,	 or	 central	 place	

























existing	 structures	 and	 new	 buildings	 decidedly	 at	 odds	 with	 Jefferson’s	
original	 intentions.	 A	 new	 method	 of	 composition	 sometimes	 called	 the	
“picturesque”	or	“romantic”	or	“Victorian”	dominated.	New	buildings	were	
haphazardly	spotted	around	the	grounds	such	as	an	Italianate	Dispensary,	
a	Gothic	gate	 lodge,	a	natural	history	museum	with	a	Mansard	roof	 in	 the	
21	John	A.	G.	Davis	quoted	in	Richard	Guy	Wilson,	David	J.	Neuman	and	Sara	A.	Butler,	Univer-
sity of Virginia: The Campus Guide 2nd	ed.	(New	York:	Princeton	Architectural	Press,	2012),	43.
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French	Second	Empire	mode,	a	Gothic	revival	chapel.	Jefferson’s	vision	ap-
peared	to	have	been	lost.







































































22	Herbert	Baxter	Adams,	Thomas Jefferson and the University of Virginia	 (Washington,	
D.C.:	Government	Printing	Office,	1888).
23	White	quoted	in	Edward	Simmons,	From Seven to Seventy	(New	York:	Harper,	1922),	241.
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The	 rediscovered	 Jefferson	 plan	 for	 the	 University	 of	 Virginia	 with	























Ralph	Adams	Cram	of	 Boston	with	 his	 partners	Bertram	Grosvenor	
Goodhue	 and	 Frank	 Fergusson	 became	 the	 leaders	 in	 designing	 universi-























25	Ralph	Adams	Cram,	My Life in Architecture	(Boston:	Little,	Brown	&	Co,	1937),	124,	127.
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26	Dale	Allen	Gyure,	Frank Lloyd Wright’s Florida Southern College (Gainesville:	University	
Press	of	Florida,	2010).
27	Werner	Blaser,	Mies van der Rohe: IIT Campus, Illinois Institute of Technology,	Chicago	
(Basel,	Boston:	Birkhäuser,	2002).
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